
COBBLESTONE STRUCTURES

September, 1 9 7 9

HERKIMER COUNTY
1 -  Thomas, R t .  5 1 ,  s o u t h  o f  W. W i n f i e l d
l a  -  B a r n
2 -  P r i c e ,  W a l l  S t . ,  C e d a r v i l l e  ( 1 8 5 6 )
3 -  D a v i s ,  B a r n ,  R t .  20 ,  E a s t  W i n f i e l d
4 -  Knapp,  Smokehouse, R t .  5 1  a t  C h e p a t c h e t .  ( N o t  c o b b l e s t o n e )
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HERKIMER COUNTY

Her -  1
The house  o n  Route  5 1 ,  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  West

W i n f i e l d ,  h a s  u n i q u e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  m o r t a r .  T h e  q u o i n s  a r e
s h o r t  v e r t i c a l l y  and  e l o n g a t e d  h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  l e a v i n g  a  n a r r o w
space be tween  q u o i n s ,  w h i c h  h a s  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  s t o n e s  s e t  i n
t h e  s p a c e .  T h e s e  l a r g e  s t o n e s  a r e  i n  s q u a r e s  o f  m o r t a r ,  t h e
edges o f  w h i c h  a r e  e l e v a t e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t o n e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  i n
a b o x .  T h e  s t o n e s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  q u o i n s  a r e  i n  rows  o n e  a n d
o n e - h a l f  r o w s  p e r  q u o i n .  T h e  m o r t a r  i s  f a i r l y  f l a t  b e t w e e n
s tones  a n d  h a s  h o r i z o n t a l  r i d g e s  be tween  r o w s ,  t h e  r i d g e s  b e i n g
drawn t o  a  s h a r p  edge,  s o  t h a t  t h e  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  wou ld  r e s e m b l e
a V.  O n  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l ,  w h i c h  i s  now i n s i d e  a n  e n c l o s e d  p o r c h ,
t he  s t o n e s  be tween  q u o i n s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r ,
b u t  t h e  s q u a r e s  a r e  s c o r e d  o n  f l a t  a r e a s  o f  m o r t a r .  T h e  a r e a
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  q u o i n s  h a s  s t o n e s  embedded i n  a  m a t r i x  o f  m o r t a r ,
w i t h  a  f l a t  s u r f a c e  s c o r e d  i n  s q u a r e s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  s q u a r e s  have
edges r a i s e d  above  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  m a t r i x .  To w a r d  t h e  b a c k  o f
t he  s o u t h  w a l l ,  t h e  m o r t a r  m a t r i x  i s  s c o r e d  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  em-
b e l l i s h e d .

Her -  l a
The b a r n  h a s  e l o n g a t e d  q u o i n s  o f  v a r i a b l e  d i m e n s i o n s .  S t o n e s

are i n  a  m o r t a r  m a t r i x  s c o r e d  i n  s q u a r e s .

I n  b o t h  o f  t h e  above  b u i l d i n g s  i n  a r e a s  where  t h e  m o r t a r  i s
scored  i n  s q u a r e s ,  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  s c o r i n g  i s  u s u a l l y  d o u b l e ,  a l -
though s i n g l e  l i n e s  e x i s t  i n  some a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e
b a r n .  V e r t i c a l  l i n e s  a r e  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  s i n g l e .

Otsego -  3  i n  S c h y l e r  L a k e ,  w h i c h  i s  a b o u t  1 0  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t
o f  Wes t  W i n f i e l d ,  h a s  t h e  same m o r t a r  s c o r i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
and p r o b a b l y  h a d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  mason who w o r k e d  o n  b o t h  s t r u c t u r e s .

Her  -  2
The f o r m e r  one  s t o r y  s c h o o l h o u s e  o n  W a l l  S t ,  C e d a r v i l l e ,  h a s

quo ins  o f  g r a y  l i m e s t o n e  t h a t  a r e  v a r i a b l e  i n  l e n g t h  a n d  h e i g h t .
Door a n d  w indow l i n t e l s  a r e  made o f  t h e  same t y p e  o f  s t o n e .
Stones a r e  modera te  i n  s i z e ,  o f  v a r y i n g  c o l o r ,  a n d  some a r e  smooth
mixed w i t h  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  r o u g h  a n d  i r r e g u l a r .  I n  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l ,
t he  s t o n e s  a r e  embedded i n  m o r t a r  w h i c h  i s  d e p r e s s e d  i m m e d i a t e l y
around t h e  s t o n e s  and  c r u d e l y  marked,  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t o n e s  a p p e a r
t o  b e  i n  s q u a r e  boxes .  O n  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  w a l l ,  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a
t r o w e l  was  a p p a r e n t l y  u s e d  t o  m a r k  h o r i z o n t a l  a n d  v e r t i c a l  l i n e s
between s t o n e s .  I t  seems a p p a r e n t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t w o  masons,  o r
masons f r o m  t w o  s c h o o l s ,  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .
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HERKIMER COUNTY,(cont inued)
Her -

The a v i s  b a r n  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  R t .  2 0 ,  b e t w e e n  E a s t  a n d
West W i n f i e l d ,  i s  a  mass ive  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  f r a m e  a d d i t i o n s  o n
bo th  e n d s .  T h e  q u o i n s  a r e  g r a y  l i m e s t o n e  a n d  a r e  v a r i a b l e  i n
s i z e .  T h e  w indow l i n t e l s  a r e  made o f  t h e  same m a t e r i a l .  S t o n e s
are e x t r e m e l y  v a r i a b l e  i n  s i z e  a n d  shape  a n d  i n c l u d e  some l o n g
t h i n  s t o n e s .  I n  some a r e a s ,  t h e  s t o n e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e s m o o t h e d ,
bu t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  a r e  i r r e g u l a r  a n d  a r e  s e t  i n  a  m a t r i x  o f
m o r t a r  w h i c h  i s  a l m o s t  f l u s h  w i t h  t h e  s t o n e s .  I n s i d e  t h e  f r a m e
a d d i t i o n  o n  t h e  n o r t h  e n d ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g
i s  s t i l l  i n t a c t  a n d  n o t  w e a t h e r e d .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  w a l l ,
s tones  a r e  a r r a n g e d  i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r m a t i o n s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  a
diamond i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  f l a n k e d  b y  r o w s  o f  s t o n e s  l a i d  i n  d i f f e r -
e n t d i r e c t i o n s ,  some  s i m u l a t i n g  h e r r i n g b o n e  p a t t e r n s .

Her -  4
T h i s  o c t a g o n a l  smokehouse o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  R t .  5 1  a t

Chepatchet  Rd .  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  b r i c k s  a n d  s t o n e s ,  a n d  i s  n o t
a t r u e  c o b b l e s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e .
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